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Professor Sir David Lane is currently a Professor at the Karolinska Institute, Chairman of Chugai 
Pharmabody, an Honorary A*STAR fellow and the Chairman of the Scientific Committee of the 
CRUK/NCI Cancer Grand Challenge.  
 
He is a world-renowned immunologist, molecular biologist and cancer researcher. He is one of the 
scientists credited with the landmark discovery of cancer gene p53 in 1979. p53, called the 
“Guardian of the genome” is the most frequently mutated gene in human cancer as more than half 
of human tumours contain such alterations.  
 
Professor Lane was previously Chief Scientist of the Agency for Science, Technology and Research 
(A*STAR) in Singapore (2009-2021), and the Chairman of A*STAR’s Institute of Molecular and Cell 
Biology (IMCB) scientific advisory board from 2002-2003 and Executive Director, IMCB from 2004-
2007, where he added on a translational focus to IMCB’s core strengths in basic R&D recruited many 
outstanding scientists and personally led efforts to foster greater collaboration, both within and 
outside of IMCB.  
 
He was also the founding CEO of A*STAR’s Experimental Therapeutics Centre, setup in 2006. 
Professor Lane put in place a robust team of more than 60 scientists and built up top-of-the-line 
technological platforms essential for the drug discovery business.  
 
Professor Lane was also previously the Director of the Cancer Research UK Cell Transformation 
Research Group and Professor of Oncology at the University of Dundee in Scotland.  
 
He has also held the position of the first Chief Scientist of Cancer Research UK and was the Scientific 
Director of the Ludwig Institute. For his efforts in cancer research, Professor Lane was knighted in 
2000 by Queen Elizabeth II in the New Year honours list in January 2000.  
 
He has won many awards such as the Paul Ehrlich Prize in 1998, the Buchanan Medal in 2004, and 
the Medal of Honour from the International Agency for Research on Cancer in 2005 and, in 2008, 
the Royal Medal from the Royal Society of Edinburgh. He is a member of the European Molecular 
Biology Organisation (EMBO) and a Fellow of UK’s premier scientific academy, the Royal Society, the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh and a founder member of the Academy of Medical Science. He is a 
foreign member of the US National Academy of Science and an honorary citizen of Singapore. He 
holds honorary degrees from a number of UK and European Universities.   
 


